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PUNK: THE EARLY YEARS DVD


By Eric Schulz 

 (MVD)

Punk: the Early Years is a fascinating historical  document. Filmed in London during 1977 and 78, it features interviews and live performances from some of the big movers and shakers (including the Slits, Gen X, the Adverts and 
X–Ray–Spex) of the early British punk rock scene while it was happening. It’s interesting to hear punks of the time talk about then new and timely subjects such as punk fashion, the establishment, pogoing, zines, clubs and the whole us (the punks) versus them (the cops, rednecks, jocks, parents) mentality that was a 
reality when punk rock began. For example, you aren’t as likely to get beat up for dressing funny today as you were in 1977. 


Many of the performances are sloppy (especially the Slits), but that’s part of the 
charm of a film like this. When punk began, you really didn’t have to know how play an instrument (and many didn’t) and that was what made punk rock such an invigorating free art form — anyone could do it. Looking back at this great documentary, one can see many things have changed for the worse in punk. Punk Rock: the Early Years makes an excellent companion film with Don 
Letts’ 1978 film, The Punk Rock Movie, which covers the same topics, but features different bands. 

